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Article I: OBJECT .

1. The object shall be to promote and regulate Open Canoe and Kayak Downriver Racing for
Collegiate Competitions. Promotion and regulation shall include, but not be limited to, producing
quality competition to increase skills and awareness of paddlers and spectators, encouraging new
competitors and new canoeists in general, providing safe and fair racing conditions and quality
recreational experiences for all involved.

2. It shall also be to coordinate collegiate whitewater open canoe and kayak downriver racing rules
with the existing ACA National Marathon, Slalom, and Downriver Rules.

Article II: SANCTIONS ‘

1. The annual Collegiate Open Canoe & Kayak Downriver Championship or Collegiate
Championships (CC) and all Regional or Divisional Championships shall be sanctioned by the
Whitewater Open Canoe Downriver Comm1ttee (WWOCD) of the American Canoe Association, and
shall abide by the following rules.

2. Non-championship or local races should be run in general compliance with the non-safety aspects of
these rules, though some reasonable adaptations to suit local conditions may be made at the discretion
of the Divisional WWOCD Chairman. Safety Standards should be strictly followed.

3. Application for raceAsanctioning shall be made to the National WWOCD Chairman.



Article I1l: ELIGIBILITY

1. Participation in the ACA US National Collegiate Canoe and Kayak Championship events shall be
open to full time college/university students.

2. Each United States College or University can send a team to compete in ACA National Collegiate
Championship events. Each US College or University must be either an ACA Paddle America Club or
an ACA Paddle America College Club member.

Article IV. SPECIFICATIONS OF CANOES & KAYAKS
A. Canoe

A whitewater open canoe is a traditional open Canadian or Native American canoe, which is a
boat with ends pointed and higher than the middle, symmetrical side-to-side, and propelled with single
bladed paddles.

Canoes eligible for the Collegiate canoeing championships are typically those canoes sold for
general recreational use. In general, ABS, polyethylene, aluminum and wood/canvas canoes will
qualify for inclusion (assuming they meet all weight and dimension requirements) while canoes ,
constructed from fiberglass, kevlar, or composites thereof, and wood-strip canoes will generally not
be eligible. A canoe MUST be or have been a commercially available, general production model to
qualify for the Collegiate canoeing championships. In questionable cases, the Race Chairman shall
decide with reference to the intent of this rule. i

1. Canoe width shall be a certain percentage of the overall length of the hull, at a point within one foot
of the center of the hull length, measured at the 4 inch waterline, not including a keel. The minimum
width for Collegiate championship canoe is 16 percent of length. .

2. For safety and economy, canoes shall meet minimum weight requirements. This weight includes all
permanent fixtures and all flotation used for the race, but does not include paddles, containers,
unattached portage yokes or other removable equipment. Legal fixtures or flotation may be added to
bring a canoe up to the required weight. Requirement: 6 pounds plus 3 pounds per foot of length

3. Canoe depth shall not exceed 16 inches at a point within one foot of the center hull length, measured
vertically from the highest point to the outside bottom, not including a keel.

4. The gunwale shall form a smooth curve or series of compound curves. Width of the gunwale and
tumblehome shall not exceed 3.5 inches, measured horizontally from the extreme outside of the hull or
outwale to the inside of the inwale.

5. Width of the outwale (including splash rails) shall not exceed 1.5 inches measured horizontally from
the adjacent hull to the outside of the outwale. Width of the inwale shall not exceed 1.5 inches
measured horizontally from the adjacent hull to the inside of the inwale except where it merges into or
is under possible decks.



6. Length of deck shall not exceed 36 inches, measured parallel to the centerline, from the extreme end
of the hull to the extreme end of the deck. No part or attachment of the deck may extend more than one
inch above the canoe's gunwale.

7. There shall be no devices to remove water other than bailing scoops or sponges.

8. There shall be no devices to assist portagmg other than carrying yokes, pads, tumplines, and bow
and stern lines.

9. Flotation is used to protect the paddler, the equipment, safety personnel and bystanders who may
offer assistance, yet should not be so excessive that the open canoeing tradition is compromised.

There must be enough permanent flotation (air bags excluded) to float the canoe and a 25 1b. weight
placed at midship horizontally if the canoe is full of water. If not, sufficient flotation must be added to
do so, in accordance to the flotation rules below.

Flotation added to the original hull is limited to a maximum of 10 feet of length along the canoe and all
flotation within the front 6 feet of the canoe must be under the legal 36 inch deck. Foam outwales and
normal post or pads for a bow paddler are not included in this restriction. Flotation allowed for the race
may be included when the canoe is checked for weight.

10 The canoe shall not be covered by any device or materlal other than normal seats, thwarts decks
and ﬂotatlon as limited above. : ey

~-11. There shall be no attachment to the extenor of the hull between the waterhne and the gunwale
other than safety lines, grab loops, or splash rails.

12. Safety lines of at least 1/4" in diameter and 6 feet of length or a six inch diameter grab loop of at
least 1/4" line shall be attached to each end of the canoe. :

13. Length measured along the centerline of the hull only must not exceed 18 feet, 6 inches.

14. Tt is not permissible to make the boat meet the required dimensions by the addition of taped-on
extensions or by similar means. The boat should be designed to and remain within, the required
dimensions. To be permissible, corrections must be of a permanent nature except where applied to
repair damage during an event, and must in no case constitute a potential safety hazard.

B. Kayak

A downriver kayak is a highly maneuverable covered deck boat based on the traditional
Eskimo design of a watertight canvas covered canoe with a deck covering that closes around the
paddlers waist to seal out water. Modern kayaks are typically manufactured of lightweight fiberglass or
Kevlar or a more durable form of polyethylene; being symmetrical in nature side to side and of varying
lengths to be propelled only by a double-bladed paddle. The kayaks eligible for competition in the
Collegiate championships can be of any composition as long as they are or were a general production






