ACA Members Only Excursion

2012 Proposal

Cumberland Island, GA

Geneva Kayak Center

About the Geneva Kayak Center

The Geneva Kayak Center (GKC) is a paddlesports retail shop, ACA Pro School and Adventure Paddling provider located in the suburbs of Chicago.  Since 2005, we have specialized in sea kayak instruction and sea kayak adventure experiences. Our Adventure Paddling trips offer beginner through advanced sea kayak experiences in the Great Lakes region, on the coast of the Atlantic in Maine and Georgia, along the south central coast of Alaska and international offerings in Greece, Baja and Wales. GKC is operated by Ryan Rushton (L5 AOW Instructor Trainer, L5 Adv SWR Instructor) and managed by Scott Fairty (L5 AOW Instructor, L4 River Instructor, L3 Moving Water Canoe). Joining Ryan and Scott is a fine staff of guides and instructors including one other L5 AOW Instructor, several L4 OW Instructors (including a L4 OW Instructor Trainer), as well as multiple Coastal Kayak Instructors. Geneva Kayak is a Commercial Use Authorized partner of Cumberland Island National Seashore.

Ryan Rushton will be the lead guide for the Members Only Excursion. Ryan has been paddling the waters around Cumberland Island since 2003 and is well versed in the history, flora, fauna and paddling conditions of the area. 

Cumberland Island Circumnavigation

Located on the coast of southern Georgia, Cumberland Island (National Seashore) is known for it’s abundant wildlife, beautiful white sand beaches, fascinating flora and fauna, and historic ruins. The wildlife on the island includes sea turtles, wild turkeys, wild (feral) horses, armadillo and a myriad of bird species. The ruins of historic mansions, empty beaches, tidal rivers and beautiful live oak trees are some of the scenery that makes this trip so special.

After a night in the coastal town of St. Mary’s (GA), we’ll launch from the mainland at Crooked River State Park and take the next 5 days to paddle around the island. During the trip, the paddler is sure to experience the sun and sand, a relaxing, scenic atmosphere, and an opportunity to sharpen his or her paddling, navigational, and backcountry camping skills.  This trip’s route will involve sheltered water paddling as well as paddling in tidal currents and on open water on the Atlantic.  While on the Atlantic, paddling in 2-4 foot seas are possible but we would not venture out in conditions beyond four feet. This Members-Only Excursion would be ideal for the paddler seeking to develop his or her paddling skills and seamanship while journeying on the “sea” by kayak. 

Cost to Participants

949.00  - With Kayak, PFD, Paddle, Skirt and Bilge Pump Rental

799.00  - Providing their own equipment

Includes  - One night lodging in St. Mary’s, GA (double occupancy room), all meals while kayaking, tents and camp kitchen. Also included is transport between St. Mary’s, GA and the nearest airport in Jacksonville, FL.  

Does Not Include – Personal & Paddling Clothing, Sleeping Bag. ACA Membership.

Proposed 2012 Dates

Saturday, March 3-Thursday, March 8, 2012

Tuesday, April 3-Sunday, April 8, 2012

Itinerary

Day 1

Geneva Kayak Center staff will meet participants arriving at the airport in Jacksonville, FL. For participants who are driving, we will meet in St. Mary’s, GA. After dinner, GKC staff will give an orientation to the trip and we’ll prepare to launch the next morning. 

No meals included. 

Day 2

We’ll launch from Crooked River State Park with the ebbing tide and paddle to the Brickhill Bluff wilderness campsite. 

Lunch and Dinner provided
Day 3

Day three’s itinerary involves paddling between the northern tip of Cumberland Island and Little Cumberland Island on Christmas Creek. As we come around to the Atlantic side of the island, we’ll spend time working on paddling in waves if the conditions are present. Paddling south along the shoreline to Stafford Beach, day 3 is our most stretching day of paddling as we paddle nearly 15 nautical miles along a coast exposed to the Atlantic. 

All meals provided
Day 4

After the long paddle of Day 3, we’ll enjoy some time in camp. Members of the trip can choose to explore the island by foot, play in the surf or relax in camp. 

All meals provided

Day 5

Day 5 will be one of our longer days of paddling as we round the southern tip of the island and paddle north to the Sea Camp dock. On this day, we’ll have the opportunity to visit historic Fort Clinch and the ruins of Dungeness. We’ll set-up camp for our final evening at Sea Camp. 

All meals provided

Day 6

We’ll break camp to coincide with the flooding tides as we cruise our way back to Crooked River State Park. 

Breakfast provided

Pertinent Logistics

Group Size: 4-8 (If more register, we would divide into multiple groups)

Duration: 6 Days, 5 Nights

Nearest Airport: Jacksonville, FL

Transportation: Provided from Jacksonville to St. Mary’s, GA and from St. Mary’s GA to Jacksonville, FL

Guide/Paddler Ratio: 1/4

